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...And 

surely I am 
with you  
always, to 
the very 
end of the 
age.ò 
  
      Mt 28:20 
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Christ Is Risen... 

Christ Is Risen Indeed! 

 



Easter at LBUMC 



 
Dear Friends, 
 
Elsewhere in the newsletter you can read about the team who worked so hard to plan the Lenten sea-
son.  One of the things that came out of that group was an abundance of ideas.  We soon realized we 
could not possibly accomplish all of them in one Lenten season. 
One of the ideas involved some sort of day of service.  We decided to incorporate this idea into the 
Easter season.  While we observe Easter as a day, it is also a seasonðsometimes referred to as the 
Great Fifty Days.  The season of Easter extends from Easter day to Pentecost.  A day of service fits with 
our identity as ñpeople of the resurrection.ò  Through our service we will seek to bring new life to oth-
ers. 
The United Methodist Church is also encouraging churches to participate in a similar idea called, Change 
the World WeekendðMay 14 and 15.  The idea is that we will live out our faith through making a differ-
ence in the communities in which we live.  The Administrative Board voted to participate in this effort.  
A number of projects in Laguna Beach and other communities have been arranged.  There are projects 
to accommodate a variety of skills and abilities.  This will be a day for all of us to help someone else.  
Think what a difference 150 people can make in our surrounding communities.  
At the end of the day, the plan is for us to come together for a meal ða delicious Mexican Fiesta.  Over 
dinner we will share our experiences.  It will be a wonderful ending to an exciting weekend.  
I hope you will participate.  Sign up with friends, sign up with your family.  It will be a rewarding experi-
ence for all of us. 
 
See you in worship, 
 
Cindy 

March Year -to -Date  
Financial Results  

 
The following table summarizes our financial results through March 31, 2011.  As you can see, our 
total revenues of $127,095 exceeded budgeted revenues of $112,853.  This favorable variance was 
primarily due to a higher than expected level of pledge contributions during the first quarter.  We 
also had good news on the expense side with total operating expenses coming in at $6,208 less 
than budget.  While it is still early in the year, we are certainly off to a very good start.  
 
   March    March       March YTD       Full Year 
    YTD    YTD             Better         2011 
   Actual   Budget            (Worse)            Budget 
 
Revenues         $127,095        $112,853            $   14,242   $439,261 
 
Expenses         (102,291)        (115,499)                   6,208            (463,228)   
 
Net Income              $17,804                 $  (2,646)                 $20,450           $ (23,967) 
(Loss) 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity and support!  

Administration 

Reflections  



Missions & Ministries 
 

     Prayer Requests 
 

 
 

DEE JENSEN 
- Ongoing prayer as she deals with life after a stroke 
 
BILL &  PAULA NIKKEL 
- Dealing with health issues & family concerns 
 

DANIEL BRIDGES 
- Deployment to Afghanistan 
 
REV. L.W. MYERS ɀfather of Paul Myers 
- On hospice care 
 
NORM NEWCOMB 
- Ongoing prayer-in Mission Hospital 
 

STEVE SPAGNOLO 
- Beginning chemotherapy 
 

SALLY BELZOWSKI 
- Recovering from back surgery 
 
Please note, names will  remain on the list for about one 
month, unless the office has been notified that the person 
should remain on the list longer.  We would like to periodi-
cally have an update regarding the status of those on the list. 

The Illumination Foundation has an ongoing need for items for the families they 
help. If you would like  to support their efforts, please bring the following to 
church and give them to Judy Pettigrew, who will deliver them to IF. 
 
Items always in need include: diapers, baby wipes, shoes/socks, personal hygiene 
supplies, razors, toothbrushes/toothpaste, Kleenex, shampoo/conditioner, laun-
dry detergent, pots and pans, kitchen utensils, medical equipment such as wheel-
chairs and crutches and bus passes. 

UMW NEWSé 

 
 

Karen Leo is hosting the May 14 meeting 

of UMWôs Book Discussion Group.  All 

women are welcome to join the group, 

which is reading An Altar in the World:  

A Geography of Faith by Barbara Brown 

Taylor, an Episcopalian priest who left the 

full -time ministry to become a professor of 

religion and spirituality.  In the book she 

shares how she learned to encounter God 

beyond the walls of any church.  Discus-

sions are informative, lively and enjoy-

able. Call Karen, 376-2019 for information 

about the book or directions to her home, 

343 Cypress Drive, Laguna Beach. 

 

The next regular UMW meeting is set for 

June 18 at Alie Bishopôs home.  This is a 

change from the regularly scheduled date.  

  



Missions & Ministries 

   

 

 

 

                                                                                           Go!  Be! Do! 
 

 

 

 

 

We are setting out to change the world.  On Sunday, May 15 we will gather for worship at 10:00 for a brief 

worship service and then we will scatter for service.  That weekend, we will be participating in the United 

Methodist Churchôs Change the World weekend.  We are in the process of lining up a variety of projects 

for all ages and abilities.  At the end of the day we will gather for a meal and time of sharing. 

We will need volunteers for these projects (more may be added later).  In the next week or so we will have 

specifics on exactly what needs to be doneð 

 

Illumination Foundationðthis will be a Saturday, May 14 project!ðHelp with a Health Fair in 

Garden Grove. 

Assemble Health Kitsðat LBUMC 

Mary Erickson Community Housingðin San Clemente; there will be a variety of tasksð

gardening, possible painting, and more 

Henderson Houseðin San Clemente; this will be a project for our youth and others who wish to 

join themðpainting and working in the community garden 

Food Collectionðin Laguna Beach; our children and others who wish to join them will be collect-

ing food for Families Forward. 

Home Repairsðthis project will assist a family who lost their home in the flooding in December.  

The mobile home that they are living in needs some repairs. 

 

Here is how you can participateðSign up to help Change the World.  Bring supplies for health kits for the 

United Methodist Committee on Relief.  Invite your friends to come and help change the world.  Pray. 

Items needed for Health Kits: 

 

UMCOR requests that the following NEW items:  

1 hand towel (15ò x 25ò up to 17ò x 27ò. No kitchen towels. 

1 washcloth 

1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket-sized) 

1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or toenail clippers) 

1 bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and up) 

1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper, no child-size brushes) 

6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages 

$1.00 to purchase toothpaste 

 



Fellowship 
By Dave Doomey 

         



Fellowship 
 

                                               New Adult Study to Begin on May 1st  
 
The next Sunday morning adult class will begin on May 1st at 8:30. 
We will be reading a book by Marcus Borg titled, "Meeting Jesus 
Again for the First Time". Marcus Borg is a fellow in the Jesus Semi-
nar, a group who are serious Biblical scholars. He is a professor of 
Religion and Culture at Oregon State University and author of many 
books. "Borg provides an account of contemporary Jesus scholar-
ship told in simple language for lay readers and of his personal 
struggle to find authentic, mature faith", according to the Library 
Journal. Meg Estrada will lead the class in exploring what is known 
about the "Jesus of History", a perfect follow -up to our previous 
book. Books will be ordered and available in the church office. For 
more information, call Meg at (949)218 -9848. 

Lenten and Easter Thank Youôs 
 
In January, a group of folks began meeting to plan for the Lenten season.  Much of what 
happened during the season was a result of their work.  A huge thank you goes to Michael 
Vantrease, Jack Jakubowski, Paul Myers, Meg Estrada, Judy Pettigrew, Jeff and 
Pennie Foster, and Doug and Cindy Williams .  At the same time, Gillian Kirkpatrick , 
designed the graphic for our theme, ñDying to Live.ò 
 
The visuals, the readers on Palm Sunday, the Seder and Sacrament Service, and the Sta-
tions of the Cross Service were all an outgrowth of the work of this group.  Many of you 
have shared how meaningful you found these worship experiences. 
 
During the season of Lent many participated in a small group utilizing Adam Hamiltonôs 
book, 24 Hours that Changed the World.  This was a very meaningful experience for many.  
Thank you to the small group leaders:  Michael Vantrease, Frank Daniel, Kathy Scrog-
gie, and Meg Estrada . 
At the same time, our music department was hard at work on special pieces for Lent and 
Easterðthank you to the Chancel Choir, the Bell Choir, and Joyful Noise and also to the 
other soloists and instrumentalists who helped us in our praise of God. 
 
On Easter Sunday, the sanctuary was transformed with an array of flowers.  Thank you to 
all who donated lilies and especially to Kitty and Gerry Coleman, Sharon and Rollin 
Scholfield, Dennis and Judith Napier, and Jack Jakubowski  for arranging the flowers 
so beautifully. 
 
The experience of Lent and Holy Week helped all of us to truly experience the joy of resur-
rection on Easter. 



  Children  

LBUMC Sunday School  
Collects Crank Lights for Haiti!  

 

Currently, the LBUMC Sunday School is 
raising funds for ñcrank flashlights,ò so 
the children can still read after dark. 
Thank you for your contributions.   If 
you are interested in contributing, 
please see Barbara or write a check to 
LBUMC with ñHaiti Lightsò on the memo 
line.   

                      Childrenôs Ministry NEWs                      
by Barbara Crowley 

 

FOLLOW THE RAINBOW ...  
 
Redecoration inspires the Sunday School program to use décor to define the purpose of each 
room.   What might a child find downstairs at  LBUMC?  Wander with us as classes move 
from place to place. 
RED ROOM    Meeting and Greeting 
PURPLE ROOM    Craft and Science area reinforces focus of Bible stories. 
GREEN ROOM   ACT-ivities. Learn Bible stories through dramatic play and story telling.  
ORANGE ROOM : Meditation and Reflection. Children focus on a different meditative activ-
ity each week, speaking as little as possible to have a chance to listen and pray. 
BLUE ROOM:   Activities relate Scripture or story to daily life.  
 

CHILDREN CHANGE THE WORLD TOO!  
 

Families may join the effort to collect food for Families Forward in front of Albertsonôs as one 
of several Methodist Change the World Sunday events May 15.  Kids are enthusiastic repre-
sentatives of  LBUMC, and sincere solicitors in the name of those who have no voice. Join our 
family friendly effort.  

MYSTERY FRIENDS RETURNS  
 

Sign up May 1 to be a Mystery Friend to 
one of our Sunday School students. Chil-
dren write notes so adults get to know 
something about them, and Mystery 
Friends share their own stories, and try 
to guess! Intergenerational friendships 
begin a month later on June 5 at The 
great unveiling.  Let Barbara Crowley 
know if you are interested in ñplaying.ò 



  Children  
 

MARCH 27 found 3rd to 6 th Graders BACK in action!   An expedition hosted by the Bray fam-
ily took us down to explore Treasure Island tidepools. Daring souls climbed high and low. 
Dividing into two groups, Kids In Action accepted the challenge to create protected 
places for a cross.  One team built a 10 foot tall cross of driftwood, held up by sand and 
rocks and decorated with a base of bamboo. Another team built a circular bamboo sanctu-
ary with entrances and exits flanked by crosses and a large cross filling the floor. Truly 
Holy Places! 
 
APRIL 17 ~ Kids In Action  celebrated service to LBUMC.  3rd-6th Graders made 
ñCascaronesò, Mexican confetti eggs and filled plastic eggs for the Easter Sunday School 
Eggstravaganza. One committed Kids In Action volunteer spot cleaned all the rugs. It is 
inspiring to have these new helping hands in our congregation.  
 
MAY ~ Kids In Action will take us adventuring again as the Clausen-Anderson Family 
hosts a hike to the Ancient Beach. Did you know that there is a mini Grand Canyon up 
above South Laguna? Mark your calendar to join Kids In Action on May 22 from 11:30-
1:30. 

      Vacation Bible Study  
 

 

Save the second week in August,  8-12 for the 
always fun and inspiring LBUMC Vacation Bible 
School. Visit http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/
shake-it-up-cafe/lbumc to register or contact 
Kristen Torkelson (kbtorkelson@earthlink.net) 
or Barbara Crowley (bbdoc@cox.net ) with any 
questions.  


