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 16 Be joyful al-
ways; 17pray 
continually; 
18give thanks in 
all circum-
stances, for 
this is Godôs 
will for you in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
          1 Th 5:16-18 
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Liz Morgan, Michelle Bray and Martha Bogseth  
create wreaths at Advent Night.  

On Sunday evening November 27th, a  group of about 40 LBUMC members 

gathered in Healton Hall to celebrate Advent Night.  The evening included a 

potluck of delicious foods and fun crafts for everyone.  Crafts included 

Chrismons, Yule logs, door hangers, tin angels, advent wreaths, and clay na-

tivity scenes. 

The evening wrapped up with a short candle-light service in the sanctuary 

with Christmas carols and an overview of the Advent season. 
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Laura Hahn, Judy Pettigrew, Ryan Sears and 
Meg Estrada make Chrismons at Advent Night  

Hope  

Peace  

Joy  

Love  



 

Administration 

Reflections                              by Rev. Doug Williams  

On the day after Thanksgiving as I watched the reports on the news about Black Friday, I was 

particularly struck by an image.  As the gates to a Walmart were cranked up, a sea of people 

began pushing their way into the store in an effort to be the first to snatch up a big screen TV 

or some other electronic device.  In one case a woman used pepper spray to hold off the 

crowd so that she could get her Xbox.  There were other reports of fights and violence.  

 

What a contrast to that first Christmas, where people approached the Christ Child with awe 

and wonder.  In our effort to get the best deal, we have forgotten what Christmas is all about. 

In our frenzied attempts to meet deadlines, make appearances at holiday parties, get things 

decorated, we neglect to prepare ourselves for the real meaning of Christmas.  In the midst of 

all this craziness, I encourage you to find time to reflect on the season, what does it mean for 

you to prepare your heart as well as your home for Christ in your life, something we need to 

be doing all year long not just at Christmas.  

 

You can prepare your heart by participating in worship regularly this season and by setting 

aside personal time for Bible study and prayer.  One resource is our Advent devotional pre-

pared by Claudia Horak.  The devotional guide is available by email, on the church website, 

or printed copies are in the narthex each week.  

 

Merry Christmas,  

 

Doug 

 

The Church has recently re-

ceived letters of  apprecia-

tion from the following or-

ganization(s) and people: 

 

§ Friendship Shelter for 

donations totaling 

$815.81 

 

§ Laguna Beach Resource 

Center for donations to-

taling $2,207.70 

 Advent Devotional Guide 
 

A weekly Advent Devotional guide writ-

ten by our own Claudia Horak is avail-

able on the church website at HTTP://

lagunabeachumc.org.  Printed copies are 

available in the narthex each week.  

Thank you Claudia for preparing this for 

us. 

http://lagunabeachumc.org/
http://lagunabeachumc.org/


 
 

LAGUNA BEACH  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

ADVENT CALENDAR  
 

We invite everyone to join us for worship during the 

Advent Season to celebrate this joyous event: 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

 

Sunday, November 27   
10 a.m. Worship  

ñRestore Us, O God: Hopeò 

             

5-7 p.m.  Advent Night  

an All-Church Family Event 
Bring a Thanksgiving leftover and 

join us for craft time and fellowship.
 

 

Sunday, December 4 
   10 a.m.  Worship 

           Communion  

ñRestore Us, O God: Peaceò            

  Special Advent Music by 

    Pianists, the Organist, 

    and the Chancel Choir 

Alternative Christmas Fair 

       

Sunday, December 11 
    10 a.m.  Worship             

ñRestore Us, O God: Joyò 

Special Advent Music by 

   Pianists, the Organist, 

   and the Chancel Choir 

Alternative Christmas Fair 

 

11 a.m. Crèche Festival in  

Healton Fellowship Hall 
     Sunday, December 25 

CHRISTMAS MORNING 
ñThe Best Christmas Pageant Everò 

           10 a.m.  Worship  

Sunday, December 18 
     10 a.m. Worship 

ñRestore Us, O God: Loveò                         

Special Music by the Chancel Choir 

         and Childrenôs Choir                      

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
Family Worship Service at 5 p.m.  
This 45-minute service is especially 
designed for children & their families 
Come and be part of the Christmas  
                      Pageant 
 
         Worship Service at 7:30 p.m.  
Meaningful traditional & contempo-
rary 
     music led by the Chancel Choir 
             with instrumentalists,  
           handbells, piano & organ 
                  Candle lighting 

               Childcare available  

 
        Worship Service at 11 p.m.  
          Special Music provided by 

                    Joyful Noise 
         Communion & Candle lighting 



Missions & Ministries 
        Prayer  

      Requests 
 

 

DEE JENSEN 
§ on hospice care 
KEN UFFMAN 
§ suffering from cancer 
DAVE SMITH 
§ being treated for a lung fungus 
DOUG COLEMAN 
§ receiving full-time care in hopes of  

becoming self sufficient 
MONICA GUNNING 
§ home from the hospital and recovering 

at home 
 
Please note, names will  remain on the list for 
about one month, unless the office has been 
notified that the person should remain on the 
list longer.  We would like to periodically have 
an update regarding the status of those on 
the list. 

UMW NEWSé                by Donna Feeney 

                 

 

 

  

Arriving just in time for Christmas giving:  

the Laguna Beach United Methodist 

Church Cookbook.  Sales begin Sunday. 

Chock full of recipes from our congrega-

tion, the cookbook is a treasure for the 

church family and the perfect gift for any-

one who likes to cookéor just likes to read 

cookbooks.  The cost is $20 and proceeds 

from sales go to mission projects. 

 

There is still time to make a reservation for 

the annual UMW Christmas Luncheon, 

11:30 a.m., Dec. 10, at Aliso Creek Inn.  

Meal choices are Cobb Salad and Shrimp 

and Mango Salad.  Butternut squash soup 

and fruit tarts complete the meal, which 

costs $30.  All women of the church are 

welcomed at the festive occasion. See Alie 

Bishop this Sunday to sign up. Or call her 

at 495-4315, (e-mail: om-

abishop@gmail.com) by Dec. 7, at the lat-

est. 

 

Mark your calendars for the Jan. 14 meet-

ing of UMWôs Book Discussion Group at 

Kat Wallaceôs home in Dana Point.  All 

women are invited to join the lively ex-

change of ideas.  The book to be studied is 

The Lemon Tree: An Arab, A Jew and the 

Heart of the Middle East by Sandy Tolan.  

An award-winning non-fiction book it illu-

minates the personal lives of people caught 

up in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  It fo-

cuses on two families, a Palestinian family 

who had lived in a house in Ramla, once an 

Arab community, now in Israel, and the 

Jewish family that currently lives there.  

Call Karen Leo, 376-2019, to order a book 

($10.58).  The meeting starts at 10 a.m. 

Thank you to all who participated in the 

Operation Christmas Child shoe box 

project.  LBUMC contributed 55 boxes 

to support this mission work. 

Operation Christmas Child operates with 

over 16,000 volunteers who will be 

working around the clock between now 

and Christmas to get the boxes shipped 

to children around the world. 



 

Alternative Christmas MarketðDecember 4 and 11 
 

Donôt know what to get Uncle Ed?  Or that friend who 

has everything?  What about a gift that brings hope, 

peace, joy, and love? 

We will have an Alternative Christmas Market where you 

can purchase gifts that will benefit the world and put a 

smile on the face of a recipient.  Where else can you give 

a water buffalo, improve the education of children in Af-

rica, provide a home for family who needs one, improve 

the lives of homeless children and their families in Or-

ange County?  The Alternative Christmas Market at La-

guna Beach United Methodist Church is the place for you.  Bring your checkbook and your shopping 

list on Sundays Dec. 4 and 11.  Purchase gifts that benefit Heifer International, the Illumination Foun-

dation, Mary Erickson Community Housing, the Indigenous Education Fund for Tanzania, and Habi-

tat  for Humanity.  

Missions & Ministries 

Dawn Molt holds up one of her purchases at UMW's Fall 
Boutique.  

Cathy Fry awaits customers at UMW Fall Boutique.  Next to her are hand
-made aprons she created for sale. 

UMW Fall Boutique 

 

The UMW Fall Boutique was not only a success 

but a fun afternoon for all involved. 

 

Thank you to all who donated goods as well as 

all the shoppers who scooped up some very spe-

cial treasures! 



Meals - on -Wheels  

Drivers Needed  
 

 We are looking for drivers to drive 
one day per month, our day is 
Thursday.   Please contact Leslie 

Bridges for more information ~ 
(949) 249 -3111.  

Missions & Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

This year LBUMC will again be working with Families Helping Families to 
help provide Christmas gifts for 3 families (14 individuals) in need.   
 
There will be a tree in the narthex on Sunday December 4th with Christmas 
ñdecorationsò which contain the names and needs of individuals here in Or-
ange County. 
 
You can help make the light of Christôs birth shine through your thoughtful-
ness.  Please take an ornament from the tree and fulfill a gift wish.  All gifts 
must be wrapped, labeled and returned to church by SUNDAY DEC. 11th. 
 
Detailed information is available on the patio after church service on Dec. 
4th or you may contact Donna Sears 949/360-9389 or dmsears3@att.net or 
Michelle Bray 949/495-4604 or mnbray@cox.net. 



Fellowship 

Crèche FestivalðDecember 4 
 

Do you have a crèche (nativity scene) you would like to 

share with the congregation?  It can be one that is from a 

different culture, one that you have had since childhood, or 

one that you just want to share with others.  On Sunday,  

December 4, we will display them in Healton Hall and then 

have a time of fellowship while viewing the crèches follow-

ing worship.  If you want to display one (or more), come 

early, so that you can get it set up prior to worship. 

Christmas Eve Services 

 
Christmas Eve is a great time to invite a friend, neighbor, or coworker to attend worship with you.   

Think of those persons who might be away from family and would welcome being included.  This 

year there will be three different services to choose from.  Childcare will be provided at the 7:30 

service. 

5:00 A Service for Children and their FamiliesðEveryone who wants to can be in the 

Christmas Pageant.  Choose the role you want to play, there arenôt any lines to memorize.  We 

will retell the story with those who attend the service.  Lots of carols will be sung and there 

will be a few surprises along the way as we share the good news of Jesusô birthday. 

7:30 A Service of Lessons and CarolsðThe Christmas story will be interspersed with tradi-

tional and contemporary music led by the Chancel and Bell Choirs and instrumentalists.  The 

service will conclude with candle lighting. 

11:00  A Service of Candlelight and CommunionðThe Christmas story will be retold 

along with special music provided by Joyful Noise.   The service will also include the serving 

of communion and the sharing of candle light. 

 

Christmas Morning Service 
 

 This year Christmas falls on a Sunday.  We will have a casual service  at 10:00 that is appro-

priate for all ages.  We will sing lots of carols and share stories.  Pause in the midst of your family 

festivities to share in the worship of our Lord with your church family.  Dress casually and join us for 

worship. 



          Supper Clubs  

 

New Supper Clubs are being formed for 
2012.   If you want to meet new people in 

our congregation and enjoy good food, 
then this is the group to join.   Sign -ups will 

be on the patio after church beginning Sun-
day and every Sunday for the next few 

weeks.   Final day to sign -up will be Decem-

ber 11th.   New Supper Clubs will start 
meeting in January, 2012.   Bon Appétit.  

  

Fellowship 

Coffee Servers Needed -  The Hospitality 
Team is looking for people to help serve coffee 
on Sunday mornings.   We need people to set -
up and make the coffee, to clean up and to 
provide cookies.   If you are interested and able 

to help out contact Laura Hahn at 
lfhahn@comline.com  or 887 -6311.  

Altar Flowers -  Would you like to 
provide for Sundays in 2012?   Sign -
up on the Altar Flower sign -up sheet 

outside the office. Pick a Sunday, or-
der your flowers from a florist of your 
choice and have the arrangement de-
livered to the Church on Friday, prior 
to your chosen Sunday, before 2:30 
p.m.   

mailto:lfhahn@comline.com?


ADVENT NIGHT 

Fellowship 


