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7Ask and it will 

be given to you; 

seek and you will 

find; knock and 

the door will be 

opened to you.  
8For everyone 

who asks re-

ceives; he who 

seeks finds; and 

to him who 

knocks, the door 

will be opened. 
           

            Mt 7:7-8 
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Refurbished and Ready... 
 

 

On Sunday, January 30th, the 

congregation was invited to en-

joy fellowship time downstairs 

in the newly refurbished Sunday 

School, Youth Room, and Nurs-

ery.  The transformation of the 

space is amazing!  The project 

was the vision of Lynn Whitlock 

who imagined the area as a fam-

ily-friendly space to strengthen 

the Children's and Youth Minis-

tries and continue to grow.  Lynn 

spearheaded the project with the 

support of the Trustees and or-

ganized an amazing team who 

dedicated hours to making the 

vision a reality.  Endless thanks 

to ALL who contributed with 

time, skill, creativity, and 

funds.  Special appreciation for 

Lynn Whitlock, Andrew and Mi-

chelle Bray, Kathy Scroggie, 

Tina and Warren Haines, Gillian 

Kirkpatrick, Pam Silk, Don 

Anderson, Rollin Scholfield, and 

all the youth and kids who made 

this possible. Each room is now 

inviting and much more useful 

for the teachers and kids.  The 

journey continues with addi-

tional projects to be completed, 

so if you are interested in con-

tributing with time or financial 

support, please contact Lynn 

Whitlock.  Thank you to all! 

Sunday School in our newly refurbished classrooms! 
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         REFLECTIONS  

 

 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

As a church we are currently in the 

season of Epiphany.   This year, the 

season of Epiphany is longer than 

usual due to a later date for Easter.  

The day of Epiphany celebrates the 

coming of the magi to visit the Christ 

child, while the season of Epiphany 

focuses on the mission of the church 

as making disciples. 

Through the scripture readings as-

signed for the Sundays in Epiphany 

such themes as reaching out to the 

world in the name of Jesus Christ and 

proclaiming Jesus as the savior of the 

world are emphasized.  Over the next 

few Sundays, we will be looking at 

passages from the Sermon on the 

Mount (Matthew 5-7).  I would en-

courage you to take some time to read 

over these chapters.  It wonôt take 

you long and there is plenty in them 

to feed you for a long time. 

In these chapters, Jesus pronounces 

the Beatitudes and challenges us to be 

salt and light for the world.  These are 

lofty ideas that sound really beautiful, 

but we are challenged to put them 

into practice.  How is that being a fol-

lower of Jesus has caused us to live 

differently?  How do we let our light 

shine in dark places in our world? 

I hope you will ponder these ques-

tions over the next few weeks. 

 

Blessings, 

Cindy 

Staff-Parish Announces Staffing Changes 

 

  For the last several months, we have been searching 

for a person to be in charge of our youth ministry pro-

gram.  At various points, possible candidates emerged, 

but for a variety of reasons were not the right choice for 

the position.  Since September, Barbara Crowley, has 

given her time, energy, and love to our youth.  We are 

grateful to her for the ways in which she has continued 

to minister to our youth and their families. 

 

  As we have evaluated our age level ministries, we 

have realized that we have two phenomenal staff mem-

bers, Barbara and Joy Cleary.  They are both gifted, car-

ing and highly skilled people.  At the same time, in 

evaluating the needs of the church and in particular our 

youth and childrenôs ministries, we realized that we 

could better meet the needs of each program by switch-

ing Joy and Barbaraôs responsibilities.  A conversation 

was begun with both Joy and Barbara and they both 

agreed to making this change. 

 

  This change will take effect on February 1st.   Obvi-

ously, there will be a period of transition as each staff 

member learns and assumes their new responsibilities.  

All of the church staff is committed to working as a 

team and making this transition as smooth as possible. 

Please take the time to thank both Barbara and Joy and 

to also welcome them to their new ministries.  We hope 

you will continue to hold these vital ministries and key 

leaders in your prayers. 



2011 Stewardship Update 
By Wayne Wallace 

 
Laguna Beach United Methodist Church and members of our congregation continue to make a difference in the world! 

While we fell a little short of our goal for 2011, each year we continue to see a number of new pledges and stronger levels 

of pledge commitment from our members. We recognize that not everyone is able to pledge, but continue to support the 

church with their gifts.  We continue to see a high level of commitment here as well. My thanks to each of you in helping 

LBUMC continue to make a difference. 

 

A special thanks to a number of people who helped and participated in our stewardship campaign this year. They are: Kris-

tin Thomas, Calvin Torkelson, Rebecca Kirkpatrick, Gillian Kirkpatrick, Sara Stewart, Judy Pettigrew, Kat Wallace, Pam 

Conroy, Judy McCall, Pam and Randy Krug, Jeff Butcher, Steve Litchfield, and Michael Vantrease. 
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2010 Financial Results ï Great News!      By Jeff Butcher, Michael Vantrease 

 

As we recently reported in church, we ended 2010 with a $3,000 operating surplus.  This is truly great news as we initially projected 

a $19,000 deficit for the year.  This $22,000 favorable variance to budget was due to several factors.  First, our total revenue for the 

year came in on target and we were successful in collecting 95% of our pledge commitments, an increase over the previous year.  

Operating expenses were below target by $24,000 due to some staffing changes and the tremendous job our ministers and staff have 

done this past year managing our operating expenses.  

 

The following table summarizes our results: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These results could not have been achieved without your generous and continued support.  Approximately 85% of our operating 

revenues come from your tithes and offerings.  Additionally, you contributed nearly $10,000 through our Lenten, Advent and UM-

COR offerings.  These special offerings provided an immediate and direct benefit to those less fortunate in our local community, 

through organizations such as the Laguna Beach Resource Center and the Illumination Foundation, and around the world, including 

earthquake victims in Haiti.  

 

As evidenced by our 2010 results and our financial reserves, we are very blessed that our church has such a solid and secure finan-

cial foundation.  2011 will be another challenging year and weôll need to continue our focus on expanding our ministries and pro-

grams while growing our active membership.  Thanks again for your support and your continued prayers! 

  FINAL 2010 FINANCIAL RESULTS  

    Variance  

    Better  

  Actual  Budget  (Worse)  

     
Revenues   $     453,729   $     455,390   $     (1,661) 

     

Expenses        (450,733)       (474,824)         24,091  

     

  Net Income (Loss)   $         2,996   $     (19,434)  $     22,430  



Missions & Ministries 
 

 Prayer Requests 
 

 
 
 
FAMILY OF REV. JAYE WATSON 
§ upon her death January 1st 

§ Jayeôs family has made memorial service arrangements for July 9th 

DEE JENSEN 
§ on-going prayer as she deals with life after a stroke 

LEE SIEGEL and wife, Chrystal 
§ Lee is under hospice care, suffering with cancer 

KITTY COLEMAN 
§ recovering from knee surgery & going through physical therapy  

STEVE SPAGNOLO 
§ Making treatment decisions 

JERRY MYERS (mother of Paul Myers)  
§ Recently diagnosed with Parkinsonôs disease 

 
 
Please note, names will  remain on the list for about one month, 
unless the office has been notified that the person should remain 
on the list longer.  We would like to periodically have an update 
regarding the status of those on the list. 
 
 

The Illumination Foundation has an ongoing need for items for the 
families they help. If you would like  to support their efforts, please 
bring the following to church and give them to Judy Pettigrew, who 
will deliver them to IF. 
 
Items always in need include: diapers, baby wipes, shoes/socks, personal hygiene supplies, razors, toothbrushes/
toothpaste, Kleenex, shampoo/conditioner, laundry detergent, pots and pans, kitchen utensils, medical equip-
ment such as wheelchairs and crutches and bus passes. 

UMW NEWSé 

 

Alie Bishop is hosting the first regular United 

Methodist Womenôs meeting of the year on 

Saturday, Feb. 12, at her home, 24662 La 

Plata Drive in Laguna Niguel.  The main order 

of business at the 10 a.m. meeting will be a 

discussion on the groupôs mission outreach 

and where the funds raised last year will be 

donated.  Plans for future meetings also will 

be addressed. 

 

UMWôs Book Discussion Group is set to 

meet Saturday, March 12, at Donna Feeneyôs 

home, 29445 Drydock Cove, Laguna Niguel.  

If you are interested in reading the book to be 

discussed, Highwire Moon by Susan Straight, 

a Riverside author, contact Karen Leo, 376-

2019 or kalou7@cox.net.  The book is about 

two generations of women who struggle to 

maintain their dignity and family amidst the 

world of migrant farm labor. 

 

All women of the church are heartily wel-

comed to attend all UMW meetings, which 

are held at 10 a.m.  Regular meetings are the 

third Saturday of even months and Book 

Groups meet the third Saturday of odd 

months.  Everyone in the church is welcome 

to borrow books that have been read by the 

Book Group, including Tattoos on the Heart 

by Gregory Boyle and The Help by Kathryn 

Stockett, two of the recent favorites.  They can 

be found on a shelf in the Wesley (Youth) 

Room in Healton Hall.  Lending directions are 

there as well. 
 

 

 
Companion Hospice  is Looking for Volunteers 

 

Can you hold someone's hand, give them a hug, listen, pick

-up groceries?  Companion Hospice is offering a 16 hour 

training course to educate volunteers on how to reach out 

and provide caring support to those who are terminally 

ill.  Through this training, you will learn how to be a spe-

cial friend and provide care, comfort and compassion in a 

supportive way.  If you are interested, see the flyer on the 

Information Table on the patio or contact Companion Hos-

pice at 714/560-8177.  Training dates are March 19, 26 and 

April 2 and 9 at Companion Hospice in Orange.   
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HEALTH MINISTRIES 
By Kat Wallace 

 
As we move into February, it seems everywhere you look you see hearts 
and hear words of love.  February is typically thought of as ñHeart 
Month.ò  We can give our heart away, have it stolen, or even have our 
heart broken. The heart has always been associated with love.  And isnôt 
that also a good reason to take care of our own hearts?  Here are some 
ways to do just thaté. 

 
--Lower your salt intake ï use herbs or sodium-free spices 
 
--Eat more whole grains 
 
--Eat more fruits and vegetables --go for color and varietyédark green, yellow,  
   orange & red 
 
--Eat fish at least twice a week 
 
--Cut down on fatty foodséchoose broiled, baked, steamed and grilled, not fried 
 
--Stop Smoking 
 
--Exercise!! Even 30 minutes of physical activity 5 days a week can help.  (Check               
   with your doctor before starting a new program)  
 
--If you are not used to exercising, go for a walk!  Being outside in nature has been  
   shown to have beneficial effects on stress and feelings of well-being 
 
--Visit with a friend.  Studies continue to show that people with social connections        
   feel more relaxed and at peace, which is related to a better immune system and  
   better health  
 
So what better time than now to take care of our hearts.  Go ahead, give it away, it 
only makes it stronger!  

The Church has recently received letters of  appreciation  
from the following  organization: 
 
§ Human Options for donations totaling $100.00. 
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The Laguna Beach Interfaith Council  

recently voted to support...  

 

A Day of Giving ñSunday, Feb. 6  
 

To Assist the Survivors of the December Floods  

in Laguna Beach 

Ann Quilter, herself a survivor of the 1998 El Nino flood,  

is coordinating clean -up assistance, 

as well as fundraising through the Laguna Relief and Resource Coalition.  

 

òIt is my firm Belief that there is power in community. 

I love the idea that on one special weekend we, as a unified and  

diverse community of faith, come together as a group  

to support those in needs as a result of the floods.  

 

May God continue to bless the work you do.  Blessings.ó 

-- Ann Quilter  

 



Fellowship 
 

The UMW Christmas Luncheon at Aliso Creek  was a wonderful after-

noon of friendship and delicious food that was enjoyed by all!. 

All You need is Loveé 
 

Our Valentineôs brunch will be held on Sunday 
February 13th after worship.  We will be serving 
egg dishes and fruit.  Tickets are $7.00 and will 
be sold on February 6th and on the day of the 
event.  Please bring photos of those you love to 
use as table decorations.  If you would like to 
help cook, please contact Deb Doomey. 



  Children  
 

LBUMC Sunday School  

Collects Crank Lights for Haiti!  
 

Currently, the LBUMC Sunday School is raising funds for ñcrank flashlights,ò so the children 

can still read after dark. Thank you for your contributions.   If you are interested in contribut-

ing, please see Barbara or write a check to LBUMC with ñHaiti Lightsò on the memo line.   

LBUMC Youth (with adult help-
ers) are offering Babysitting 
from 4:30 -7:30pm on Sunday, 
February 13th.  Take advantage 
of this great opportunity for a 
Valentine's date, time with 
friends, or some needed relaxa-
tion/errand time.  Please see 
the attached flyer for more in-
formation.  Feel free to pass 
along to friends.  For those of 

you who have taken advantage 
of this before, you know that 
the nights are always tons of 
fun for the kids.   
 

Please RSVP to Joy Cleary by 
February 6th .   

Kids in Action logo 

4th -6th grade Sunday School 

1st-3rd grade Sunday School 



Youth 

February Youth Calendar of Events 
 

     Feb. 6: TGIF ~ Noon-1:30 p.m...Lunch with Joy 
      
     Feb. 13: Valentine Child Caring 4:30-7:30 p.m. 
 
     Feb. 20:  VACATION WEEK�³ NO TGIF 
 
     Feb. 25:  30-hour Famine Lock-�,�Q���D�W���6�W�����0�D�U�\�·�V 

Photos from the Pali Mountain Youth Retreat 


