A life lived in thanksgiving and praise is the essence of the spiritual life. In thanksgiving we come to God to give and to receive anew. The psalms contain some of the most profound expressions of glory and praise that flow from a grateful heart. Wishing to give, the psalmist says,

How shall I repay the Lord for all his goodness to me? I will take the cup of salvation and call upon the name of the Lord (Ps. 116:12-13).

It took me years to figure out what the cup of salvation meant and what calling upon the name of the Lord was all about. I came to realize that for me salvation is accepting such a thing as grace and trusting that God really is in charge.

What is taking the cup of salvation for you? When have you called on the name of the Lord?
Read Psalm 116 aloud.
How can we pray for one another in the coming week?
Closing Prayer: Gracious God, you are our hope, our peace, our joy. Prepare and open our hearts to be a manger for Jesus, your son whom you have sent to us as proof of your love. Fill our hearts with joy that we might proclaim with the angels the good news of your love. Amen.   
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May you have a blessed Christmas and a new year lived in the peace of grace.   ch
For the Glory of the Lord

Week of Dec. 11 for Sun. 12/18/11

In your life, who has been a model for you of God’s presence and joy?
Scripture: Luke 2: 8-15
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.

13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”
Study Questions

1. Who are two of your heroes? How are they worthy of your praise?  
2. What do we mean when we say that someone is in his or her glory?

3. What impresses you most about the shepherds in the scripture passage?
4. What is one specific thing in your life for which you give glory and thanks to God?

Reference Notes:
Almost 1300 years before the angel of the Lord appears to the shepherds in Luke’s account, an angel of the Lord whose awesome glory sets a desert bush aflame appears to an Egyptian prince-turned-shepherd named Moses (Ex.3;1-12). He is charged with being a conduit for the power of God to deliver the Hebrews out of slavery. About 250 years later, God chooses still another shepherd, David, the youngest of Jesse’s sons, to unite Israel into a confederation of tribes (1 Sam.16:1-13).
Through David, God will establish a house out of which a Messiah King will come 
(2 Sam. 7:12-14; Isa.11:1-10).
Almost a thousand years pass, and the angel of the Lord stands before other shepherds, this time in the fields near Bethlehem. Luke reports that the glory of the Lord shone around them and they were terrified. The Greek word used here is phobeo. It means that the shepherds were scared out of their wits to the point of running away. 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people; to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord (Lk. 2:10-11).” 
Like the visitation of angels to the shepherds, some events in our lives cause us to wake from sleep, to question, to wonder and, if we are open to receive it, to lay hold of God’s promise that proclaims through a baby’s birth, that we are not to be afraid, ever, because God is with us.  
The shepherds' fear turns to amazement and awe as they hear the angel's news. Who else but God would point to a baby as a sign of God’s power to save? Instead of fleeing, they leave their sheep in the fields and go in haste to see with their own eyes a baby, who is their Savior, Messiah, and Lord, a sign, the angel tells them, that God is with them. (vs.12)
The command, “Do not be afraid,” in vs.10 is used more than 50 times in the scriptures to relieve the alarm that a glimpse of God’s glory inspires. The ancients believed that they would die if they saw the glory of God. However, the opposite was true. Those who saw God’s glory did not die but lived transformed lives. The apostle Paul blinded on the road to Damascus declared that he could not see for the glory of that light 
(Acts 11:22).
In looking up images on Google for the word glory, most renderings associate glory with light, with the sun and the sun’s rays coming from the clouds. We use the word in prayer and praise; each Sunday we sing a doxology “Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.” The psalms are chock full of glory and we learn from the catechism that our purpose in life is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever. So what is this glory? 
Maria, a member in our study group, after thoughtful reflection, shared that God’s glory was “the goodness of God only more!” God’s glory always shines like the sun’s rays coming through the clouds only, as Maria said; we know that it is more. When we praise God’s glory, we are indeed praising God’s goodness only more. Glory is God’s active presence in our lives and the lives of all people. God’s glory is not a picture, but an experience of God’s creating, redeeming, loving and forgiving action in us and in the world.
If God’s glory fills the earth, why do we need to give God glory? Doesn’t God have enough glory to spare?
In his book, Theology and the Playful Life, Louis Smedes shares that it took him a long time to like the notion of being a God-glorifier. He writes, “I didn’t like a God who created human beings just to hear their applause. I had a juvenile fantasy of a narcissistic deity, liking what he saw in the mirror, but hungry for rave reviews.” 

We cannot give God glory out of obedience or because we perceive it as a duty or a demand. Giving God glory is to give God thanks and praise. It is the natural response to joy, a spontaneous overflow of delight. When a sunset inspires us, don’t we marvel aloud and invite others to join us in admiration? We wouldn’t think of saying, “Oh, look at that sunset, we’d better praise God.” Praise for what we enjoy somehow completes our enjoyment. Perhaps some of us recognize this desire to praise when we think of our grandchildren. We take such delight in them that it is difficult not to share their pictures or speak of them in the most glowing terms. We are wired to praise. Our very wellbeing, both physical and spiritual depends on a spirit of gratitude and joy, the root of all praise. 
Suppose we defined Church as a people of one voice cheering and applauding God for God’s marvelous deeds in our lives. Is this a good description? Why or why not?

We are God glorifiers because we are made in God’s image, mirrors if you will, of God’s glory. We are God’s active presence in the world. Mother Teresa said that joy is a net of love by which you can catch souls. Who will know of God’s marvelous deeds unless like the shepherds, we make known to others our joy in what God has done for us?
What gives you joy? For what do you give thanks? With whom do you share it?
“In a rare moment of happiness,

When the past does not plague you,

When the present in serene,

When the future holds no threats, 

When life is not conditioned by all sorts of ifs,

When you simply say “Thanks,”

It all comes together. Your whole life is focused.”

