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 5 Sing to the 
Lord, for he 
has done glo-
rious things; 
let this be 
known to all 
the world. 
 
               Isaiah 12:5 

Pastor  

Cindy Williams 

 

Pastor  

Doug Williams 

 

 

Our Laguna Beach "We Are Family" Rally Sunday barbe-
que was a great success.  Bruce and Cheri Hodgson sup-
plied "Gourmet Hamburgers"  with all of the trim-
mings.  We feasted on Caesar salad, watermelon, and 
cookies.  This summer we heard stories about several bib-
lical families.   Our goal for Rally Sunday was to have our 
"church family" support local needy families by supplying 
Art Kits for the Illumination Foundation children's art pro-
gram.  As usual, our congregation was very generous with 
this unique mission project.  Sue Doomey and Tina Haines 
organized the collection and purchase of art supplies for 
50 Art Kits!!                                  
                                                            Written by Deb Doomey 

Sue Doomey organizing Art 4 Kids supplies 



 

Dear Friends, 
 
When I first began in ministry, I didnôt think much about ñStewardship Season.ò  Prior 
to serving as the lead pastor of a church, I had been an associate pastor and I didnôt 
have to worry about a ñstewardship campaign.ò  Oh, I saw the frenzied activity going 
on around me, but I didnôt have to get involved in it.    Then when I became the lead 
pastor of a small church, suddenly I had to worry about it.  I felt that I was in over my 
head and began to wish I had paid just a little bit more attention in my previous 
church. 
The learning curve was steep but rewarding.  Since that time I have come to embrace 
the ñStewardship Season.ò As I hear the stories of mission and ministry, I am called to 
be a part of it.  As I hear the stories how others have grown in their faith and in their 
generosity, I am challenged to grow in my faith and generosity.  As I hear stories of 
hope, I am called to be a beacon of hope to others who are hurting.  
The stewardship program that we are using is called ñExtravagant Generosity:  The 
Heart of Giving.ò  We are reminded of the myriad of ways that God has shown us ex-
travagant generosity and called to be generous in the same way. 
I know some of you are probably thinking, ñOh, here we go again.ò  I want to invite 
you to think in a new way.  When I begin by thanking God for all that I have received, I 
find I am more generous.  When I begin by worrying about how little I have, I gather it 
all in and find I am less than generous as I try to protect what I have.  During this sea-
son, take the time to thank God for all that God has bestowed upon you.   Listen for 
how God is working in your life.  
 
Blessings, 

Cindy  

Administration 

Reflections  

The Church has recently received letters of appreciation from the following organizations/people:  
 
§ UMCOR for gift of $175.00 
 
§ From Sara Stewart ñTo My LBUMC Family, Thank you so much for everything!  I have enjoyed grow-

ing up in the church so much because of everyone who have helped me grow.  Going off to college is 
a scary thing but knowing that I have the church to come home to, makes it less scary.  I still plan to 
wake up early on Sunday morning at college, and attend church, but always know that LBUMC is my 
favorite place to worship!ò 

 
§ From Micaela Ruppert-Majer ñThank you so much for your very generous $100 gift!  I will certainly 
enjoy using it to purchase something ófunô for college!   Growing up at LBUMC has been fantastic, and 
I so appreciate all of the support that I have felt from the LBUMC community throughout the years.  
This graduation gift is an extension of this.  Thank you!ò 



Administration 

 
 

Please welcome our new members... 
 

Janet Schachner ðJanet is transferring her membership from the Hawthorne United Meth-
odist Church where she and her family were members for many years.  Janet is a Sales As-
sociate at Coldwater Creek and is married to Noel. 
 
 
Nadine and Tom Reilly ðNadine and Janet Schachner are sisters.  Nadine works as an 
Administrative Assistant for a software company and Tom is an attorney who works in the 
field of labor law.  Nadine and Tom are the parents of two adult children.  Their younger 
son is a pitcher for the baseball team at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and they enjoy watching 
his games.  Nadine and Tom are reaffirming their faith.  
 
 
Dick and Jane Kurth ðDick is retired from the Marine Corps and also from the City of 
Newport Beach where he worked in their financial department.  Jane is an interior designer.  
Dick and Jane enjoy visiting their grandchildren who live in Northern California and Colo-
rado. Then have many interests including walking, travel, reading, and writing.  The Kurths 
are joining by reaffirmation of faith.  
 
 
Bruce and Barbara Morgan ðBruce and Barbara moved to Aliso Viejo last spring so that 
they could be closer to their daughter and her family.  Bruce is a retired economist.   In ad-
dition to their daughter, Liz, they also have a son.  They are transferring their membership 
from the Metropolitan United Methodist Church in Washington, D.C. 
 
 
Chris Blum and Elizabeth Morgan ðChris and Liz are residents of Laguna Beach and the 
parents of six year-old Owen.  Liz is the daughter of Bruce and Barbara Morgan.  Chris is a 
documentary filmmaker and Liz works as a training developer.  They are joining by profes-
sion of faith.  
 

Shirley Rollins ðShirley is transferring her membership from another church.  She works 
as a personal assistant for seniors and is also involved in many volunteer opportunities.  Re-
cently, she has begun a new hobbyðoutrigging.  Shirley is the niece of Norm Newcomb and 
the mother of three daughters.  



While writing this article, I pictured our church sanctuary from my favored ñocean sideò spot toward 

the back.   The choir is singing ñSurely the presence of the Lord is in this placeò- my favorite words 

for the beginning of the Sunday service. Our acolytes walk up to light the candles.  Folks are in their 

customary spots in the church.  How happy I feel to see them. 

 

An analogy shouldnôt be drawn to ñCheersò ï but who doesnôt feel good about being in a warm, in-

viting place ñwhere everybody knows your name?ò   Dear people make up the membership of our 

church!   I really like a line from Robert Schnaseôs book,ñFive Practices of a Fruitful Life: ñWe are 

created with Godôs nature imprinted on our souls; we are hard-wired to be social, compassionate, 

connected; loving, and generous.ò   This is the description of the people of LBUMC.   Even though I 

havenôt been here very long, I am so proud of what our little church has accomplished over the 

years.   And this is the time of the year we must pause to envision what we want to accomplish next 

year, inside our walls, in our local community, and around the world.    What difference do we want 

to make in the world? 

 

We will use this month as our opportunity to focus on Godôs generosity to us, and what our generos-

ity means for our spiritual growth.  ñThis most generous God who gives seed to the farmer that be-

comes bread for your meals is more than extravagant with you.  He gives you something you can 

then give away, which grows into full-formed lives, robust in God, wealthy in every way, so that 

you can be generous in every wayéò 2 Cor 9:11, The Message Translation 

 

On one of the last two Sundays hopefully you have picked up your copy of a little devotional book 

on the grace of giving, ñPracticing Extravagant Generosity.ò  With everyone praying, reading, and 

reflecting on these same passages, we can experience a unified sense of purpose and clarity of mis-

sion.   Also, please join one of the three offered discussion groups as we celebrate the joy of giving! 

 

The Stewardship Committee members of Kristen & Bruce Torkelson, Paul Myers, Claudia Horak, 

Meg Estrada, Dawn & Molly Molt, Pam Wasley and I ask for your thoughtful, prayerful participa-

tion this month in reflection, vision and financial commitment for our church family.   Reflect on our 

churchôs Vision Statement, which Doug Williams actually found in one of our document retention 

rooms: 

"To grow our spirituality and faith community as we serve   
God and live Christ's teachings" 

Stewardship   
written by Judy McCall 



Meals - on -Wheels  

Drivers Needed  
 We are looking for drivers to drive 

one day per month, our day is Thurs-
day.   Please contact Leslie Bridges for 
more information ~ (949) 249 -3111.  

Missions & Ministries 
  Prayer 

Requests 
 

 

DEE JENSEN 
- on hospice care 
ED YANG 
- recovering from surgery 
KEN UFFMAN 
- in Baton Rouge, LA & diagnosed with 
cancer 
ALDO 
- in San Juan Capistrano & working with 
doctors to get correct treatment  
ELAINE WASLEY 
- mother of Pam, recovering from surgery 
Please note, names will  remain on the list for 
about one month, unless the office has been 
notified that the person should remain on the 
list longer.  We would like to periodically have 

UMW NEWSé 

  
ANYONE who wants to donate items for UMWôs 

Fall Boutique may bring them to the church before 

noon on Saturday, Nov. 5.  The new time for the 

Boutique is Sunday, Nov. 6, following the church 

service.  We are looking for good quality white ele-

phants and gently used clothing.  Arts and crafts arti-

cles are also welcome. This is a great opportunity to 

purchase gifts and decorations for all the upcoming 

holidays at fair prices for a good cause. 

 

The Boutique is UMWôs annual fundraiser.  Monies 

collected last year are going to a number of mission 

projects, including the Illumination Foundation , the 

David and Margaret Girlôs Home, and the Cross 

Cultural Foundation .  A donation to A-Man is be-

ing given in memory of Bill Nikkel , who was active 

in the organization, which provides supplementary 

education to minority youth.  In addition, UMW 

sends an assessment to the local UMW District.  

These undesignated funds are also used towards mis-

sion outreach. 

 

All women of the church are invited to attend the 

Saturday, Oct. 15 meeting of UMW at Monica 

Gunningôs home, 30731 Paseo Del Niguel in Laguna 

Niguel.  Call Monica at 363-1131 for directions.  

Starting at 10 a.m., the meeting will include the elec-

tion of officers for the coming year. 

 

Itôs not too early to start thinking about UMWôs 

Christmas luncheon at Aliso Creek Inn on Dec. 10.  

Alie Bishop will take sign-ups for the always lovely 

event on two Sundays, Nov. 27 and Dec. 4. 

 

Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver is the 

next book on the agenda for the Book Discussion 

Group.  It will meet Saturday, Nov. 12, 10 a.m. at 

Claudia Horakôs home, 24602 Priscilla Drive. The 

best selling book is about a missionary family who 

move to the Belgian Congo from Georgia in 1959.  

Narrated by the five women in the family, the story 

parallels their lives with the unsettling emergence of 

the country from its colonial period.  Check with 

Karen Leo, 376-2019, kalou7@cox.net, for informa-

tion. 

Greeters, Welcome Table, and 

Coffee Makers 
 

Over the summer we have been working on 

some changes in how we provide hospitality 

on Sunday Mornings.  We are trying to in-

volve more people in the Sunday morning 

hospitality.  Laura Hahn has agreed to coordi-

nate a group of people who will be setting up 

and serving coffee, Pam Krug will be working 

with those people who will be staffing the 

Welcome Table, and finally Donna Feeney 

and Barbara Anderson are coordinating peo-

ple to greet at the door.  We hope that this will 

involve more people and provide more oppor-

tunities for folks to be in ministry.   If you 

would like to be a part of one of these teams 

contact Laura, Pam, Donna or Barbara. 

mailto:kalou7@cox.net


10-Fold 2011 ï Mark Your Calendar: 10 -10-11 

 
The United Methodist Church, through UMCOR, is on the ground locally and 
globally, helping people after disasters. What are these workers experienc-
ing? 
 
United Methodist missionaries are doing God's work every day. What issues 
are they facing and how are they making a difference? 
 
Beginning Monday, October 10, join us daily for 10-Fold , a 10-day multime-
dia experience that spotlights 10 powerful ways The United Methodist 
Church is making an impact worldwideðfrom planting churches to eliminat-
ing death and suffering from malaria. 
 
Log on daily to 10-fold.org , Oct. 10ï19, to explore each day's featured pro-
ject. See live webcasts and videos, read powerful stories, and learn ways 
YOU can join the effort. Plus, when you click to BE COUNTED, our sponsors 
will give $1 to the day's initiativeðjust because you visited! 
Please share 10-Fold with your family, friends, and fellow church members.  
 
Mission never stops, so please spread the word and visit 10-fold.org. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Larry Hygh, Jr.ΟDirector of CommunicationsΟGeneral Board of Global Minis-
tries. 

Missions & Ministries 

http://list.gbgm-umc.org/t/4181406/784226/1019/0/
http://list.gbgm-umc.org/t/4181406/784226/1019/0/
http://list.gbgm-umc.org/t/4181406/784226/1019/0/


Fellowship 

 
The Illumination Foundation has an on-
going need for items for the families they 
help. If you would like  to support their ef-
forts, please bring the following to church 
and give them to Judy Pettigrew, who will 
deliver them to IF. 

The Case for Mark Composed in Performance 
 

Presented at LBUMC on October 23 

 

In her new book, The Case for Mark Composed in Performance, Anne Wire argues 

that our first written gospel was composed, not by the man who finally writes it down, 

but by people of earlier decades who were telling Jesusô story in rural communities.   

Anne is retired professor of New Testament at San Francisco Theological Seminary. 

In a torrent of short accounts they reveal not only their harsh lives as day laborers and 

tenants in Romeôs occupied provinces, but also their exuberant triumph over disease 

and disability through the presence of a man from Nazareth. They tell how this Jesus 

announced that Godôs rule had come and challenged the crowds to trust Godôs power 

to overcome all evil. Jesus was soon executed by the rulers, but women were told that 

he had risen and was going ahead of his followers 

This story was later heard in cities, told in Greek, and finally hand-written by people 

too literate to learn it orally. Yet it stirred people up to trust Godôs power and follow 

Jesus only when there were people who retold it afresh in their new settings. The ques-

tion is whether we can be inspired by hearing parts of the story they told and find new 

ways to tell it that draw our friends and communities to trust and follow. 

Anne Clark Wire, retired Professor of New Testament at San Francisco Theological 

Seminary, will be here on October 23 at 7:00 pm to share with us the thesis of her new 

book, The Case for Mark Composed in Performance. She will show us why she thinks 

this gospel took shape as it was told in rural communities in Romeôs occupied prov-

inces as people experienced Godôs power through Jesusô words and actions. Her pres-

entation will be accompanied by slides of art that survives from Rome and the early 

church. 



Fellowship 

The harmonic voices of  

Joyful Noise 

 A piano duet by 

Michael 

Vantrease and 

Rebecca 

Kirkpatrick 

Congregation singing 

ñLet their be Peace on 

Earthò 

 

The wonderful music of LBUMC... 



  Children  
     by Barbara Crowley 

FALL FESTIVAL ~ OCTOBER 30  
CARNIVAL FOR CHILDREN  
CHILI COOK-OFF FOR ALL!  

 
 

 
Bring friends and family to church on 10/30 for LBUMC FALL 
FESTIVAL!  Children are welcome to come to church in costume. 
  
CARNIVAL GAMES  on patio and grass area after service: For-
tune Telling, Penny Pitch,  Haystack Search,  Bat-mitton, Potion 
Making AND MORE!! 
 
CAKE WALK RAISES FUNDS TO BUY PLASTIC BINS FOR  
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 
ALL CHURCH CHILI COOK OFF  
$3 for Chili and Corn Bread 
$1 hotdog for Kids 
 No charge for cooks!  
 
JOIN THE FUN!  SIGN-UPS BEGIN 10/2 
Make a pot of Chili ï win a prize and Bragging Rights!   
Bring a pan of corn bread 
Bake a cake for Cake Walk!  
 
 



 

ADVENT BEGINS THANKSGIVING 
WEEKEND  

 
Ignite your heart...  

Find Christmas at Church  
 Advent Night ~ November 27th  

 
  Make Thanksgiving plans with Christmas in mind!      
  Come back home in time for Sunday Evening     
  ADVENT NIGHT at LBUMC from 5:00 -7:00 PM.  

 
While the stores entice you to buy, LBUMC invites you to celebrate with 
candlelight stories and crafting symbols of Christôs Birth.  
Make an Advent Wreath, Nativity Scene, shepherds crooks, angel orna-
ments, Yule logs and Christmas decorations for our Sanctuary tree. Find 
Christmas at church!  
 
ADVENT! 
Itôs at the center of every Christmas story, tugging at our hearts, the Reason 
for the Season, Comfort and Joys vs. Shopping and Toys! 
So, when Christmas really DOES begin Thanksgiving weekendðwhat 
should LBUMC do?  We do what we always do! We offer a place and an op-
portunity to nourish the soul amid the hustle and bustle of the busiest retail 
weekend of the year. Find Christmas at church!  
 
Thanksgiving Week is a busy time! Family will be coming in, many will be 
traveling far away. There may even be shopping! Then, on Sunday, Chris-
tians begin waiting for Christmas.  
 
ADVENT!! 
Prepare for the waiting. Come together for an evening of joyful preparation, 
getting ready for the miracle we know is coming. Together we begin the 
season, knowing that underlying all celebration, we wait for the birth of the 
man who led us here. Comfort and joy, wonder and light, coming together 
makes our holidays be Holy Days.  
 
Find Christmas at church.   

  Children               
      by Barbara Crowley 



Youth  
By Joy Cleary  

 
LBUMC's youth have had a busy September!  Our youth group is called TGIF, which 
stands for Together We Grow in Faith.  This was a month full of faith and fellowship and 
we look forward to many more growth experiences in the year ahead.  We enjoyed Rally 
Sunday together and headed back to scheduled Sunday morning study time.  We also 
returned to our regular TGIF time together on Sunday evenings.  For our first fall event, 
we had a TGIF Family Night with a potluck dinner, family activities, and a parent meet-
ing. Special thanks to Sue Doomey for leading the kids in a service project to benefit the 
Illumination Foundation. October will also be an exciting month.  Our calendar is listed 
below.  Please contact Joy Cleary for more information about any of the events or to 
RSVP. 
 

Upcoming Eventsé 
 
Oct   2:  TGIF @ LBUMC 5 -7pm  
Oct  8:   Knottôs Scary Farm 7pm-midnight  
Oct 16: TGIF  Service Night  5-7pm  
Oct 22: UMC All -District Nerf War and Youth Worship  
Oct 30: LBUMC Fall Festival 10am -1pm  
 

 

Save the Date!  
 

Our Annual Winter Retreat will take place over Martin 

Luther King Jr. weekend, January 14-16th, 2012.  We 

will go the Pali Mountain Retreat Center in the local 

mountains.  Stay tuned for more details! 
 
 

Confirmation Class 
 
We are excited to share that LBUMC will be hosting a Confirmation class during the 2011-
12 year.  Confirmation is a chance to explore what it truly means to be a Christian, a 
United Methodist, and a Child of God. This year, the opportunity will be open to 7 th and 
8th grade students, as well as any older youth who have not yet been con-
firmed.  Confirmation is a deep faith journey and allows our youth to  lay claim to Christian 
identity for themselves.   The classes will be facilitated on Sunday mornings starting in Oc-
tober by Revs. Cindy and Doug Williams, Joy Cleary, and other LBUMC members. The 
process will culminate with Confirmation Sunday on May 20, 2012.  Please pray for our 
youth as they engage in this meaningful process.   



Youth  
By Joy Cleary  

     SSP Youth 

TGIF Group Outing 



Happy Birthday  Happy Birthday    
Happy Anniversary 

 
 

10/2 Randy & Pam Krug 

10/4 Mel & Jan Chapman 

10/7 Henry & Pamela Schmitz 

10/10 Scott & Nancy Arnold 

10/12 Ian & Mary Jane Wilson 

10/15 Scott & Lynn Whitlock  

10/1 Alisha Velarde 

10/2 Evan Price 

10/3 Laura Hahn 

10/5 Bruce Morgan 

10/6 Cheri Hodgson 

 Halley Kirkpatrick 

 Trent Williams 

10/7 Meg Estrada 

 Katy Miller 

10/10 Devin Young 

10/14 Christina Hartley 

 Charlotte Love 

10/15 Hank Benedict 

 Bryn Hutchinson 

10/16 Jack Cochran 

10/19 Dana Crowley 

 Alexander Hutchinson 

 Mary Ruppert 

10/20 Nancy Meadows 

10/21 Lynn Whitlock 

10/23 Calvin Torkelson 

10/25 Trevor Price 

10/26 Shirley Hall 

10/27 John Campbell 

10/28 Dan Love 

 Sam Van De Velde 

10/30 Celeste Seiler 

10/31 Jeff Butcher 

 Matthew Culbertson 



Who to Contact List 
 

 
Co-Pastor :   Doug Williams    
 revdhw@yahoo.com 
 

Co-Pastor :  Cindy Williams   
revckw@yahoo.com 

 

Youth Coordinator : Joy Cleary  
joyostensen@gmail.com 
 

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȡ Barbara Crowley 

bbdoc@cox.net  
 
Audio/Visual Coordinators: Bruce and Cheri      
Hodgson 
 brucekhodgson@sbcglobal.net  
 
Administrative  Secretary:  Pamela Selawski   
949/499 -3088 x10 
 
Financial Administrator:  Valarie Gabel          
 949/499 -3088  x11 
 

 

The Wesleyan Breeze  

 
Published monthly by and for the members of Laguna 
Beach United Methodist Church.  Its purpose is to 
inform and inspire the body of Christ and to interest 
friends in becoming a part of the church.  
 
Editor:  Donna Sears 
 
Contributors: Rev. Cindy Williams, Rev. Doug Williams, 
Joy Cleary, Judy Pettigrew, Donna Feeney,  
Leslie Bridges, Barbara Crowley, Deb Doomey, Judy 
McCall.  
 
All correspondence should be sent to Pam Selawski:  

  

Laguna Beach United Methodist Church  
21632 Wesley Drive ~ Laguna Beach, 92651 

Email: lbumc2@verizon.net  ~ Phone: (949) 499-3088   
Fax (949) 499-3374 

 
Website: http://www.lagunabeachumc.org  

 
Deadline for submissions is the 25th of each month for 

publication  the  following   month.  

mailto:bbdoc@cox.net
mailto:brucekhodgson@sbcglobal.net

